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Figure 1. Schematic side view of turbidity current and different parts (1 and 5).
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Figure 2. Schematic side view of a laboratory flume.
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Figure 3. An example of created turbidity current.
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Figure 4. Array of plates for converge and Z shapes.
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Table 1. The list of tests performed.
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SEti =3 1093 4 Yl Y <Y e 3 13OTE L 1N
VAN Cl—3 % x10 #ali Yg YAs #'$ Yker SRS
Number of Volumetric Reynolds ,  Concentrations  Bed slopes Shapes Area(em?) Arrays
experiments  Froude number number x10 (el™ (%)
OHE
4 0.47-0.71 1.28-2.3 20,40 1,2 0 0
Cont_rol
Uil CHAl
4 0.31-0.62 0.75-1.53 20,40 1,2 16
Square Parallel
Uil Cj#0E
4 0.31-0.56 1.03-1.93 20,40 1,2 16
Square Plaid
Uzl Wi00a
4 0.28-0.56 0.71-1.82 20,40 1,2 16
Square Converge
Uil iy
4 0.3-0.63 0.8-2.2 20,40 1,2 16
Square Diverge
Uzl OTEZ
4 0.36-0.63 0.99-1.99 20,40 1,2 16
Square Z she}pe
Uil CHAl
1 0.25-0.45 0.97-1.62 20 1 36
Square Paral_lel
OO0l CHAl
2 0.25-0.51 0.96-1.84 20 1 16,36
Rectangular Parallel
ABj; o CyAl
2 0.29-0.57 1.03-1.79 20 1 16,36
Trapezius Parallel
! CAl
2 0.23-0.55 0.98-1.42 20 1 16,36
Triangle Parallel
UENGIC AT CHAl
2 0.2-0.56 0.79-1.3 20 1 16,36
Rhombus Parallel
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Figure 5. Dimensionless velocity variations of turbidity current head compared to smooth bed in different

shapes of plates.
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Figure 6. Height variation of turbidity current head in bed slope 1% and concentration 20 g.I"".
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Figure 7. Froude number variation in different shapes in bed slope 1% and concentration 20 g.I”.
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Figure 8. Richardson number variations in different shapes in bed slope 1% and concentration 20 g.1".
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Figure 9. Dimensionless velocity variations compared to slope and concentration.
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Figure 10. Height variation of turbidity current head in all arrays in bed slope 2% and concentration 20 g.I".
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Figure 11. a- Froude number variation in different arrays in concentration 20 g.I" and bed slopes 1 and 2%.
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Figure 11. b- Froude number variation in different arrays in concentration 40 g.I" and bed slopes 1 and 2%.
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Table 2. The average percentage of reduction of Froude number in different arrays compared to smooth bed
in bed slopes 1 and 2 % and concentrations 20 and 40 g.I"".
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Figure 12. a- Richardson number variation in different arrays in concentration 20 g.I"and bed slopes 1 and 2%.
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Figure 12. b- Richardson number variation in different arrays in concentration 40 g.I" and bed slopes 1 and 2%.
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Figure 13. Comparison of the effect two area of plates 16 and 36 cm’ on turbidity current head characteristics.
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concentration 20 g.I”.
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Abstract

Background and Objectives: Nowadays, dams are one of the most important structures to
store surface water. Turbidity currents are usually the reason of sediment transport and
deposition in deep reservoirs. As the turbidity current is completely stopped in the middle
regions of the reservoir, sediment deposition reduces near the dam wall and as a result the main
tasks of the dam are not disrupted. So, it is important to study the phenomenon. Roughening up
or using obstacle the bed is a technique for changing the turbidity current hydraulics or reducing
of its velocity. Some researches have been studied at this field, however, it is necessary to
evaluate the effect of submerged impermeable plates on turbidity currents.

Materials and Methods: In the present research, the head velocity and height of the turbidity
current head were studied on the bed with submerged impermeable plates. For this purpose an
experimental, flume with 30 cm width, 10 m length and 46 cm height was used. The turbidity
current was entered into the flume with concentration of 20 g.I"" with 1 and 2 percent bed slopes
and concentration of 40 g.1" with 1 and 2 percent bed slopes. Impermeable plates which came
into two different areas (16 and 36 cm?) in five shapes (Square, rectangular, triangle, rhombus
and trapezius) were located across the current. Also, square impermeable plates were placed as
five arrays (parallel, plaid, converge, diverge and Z-shape) with an area of 16 cm’.

Results: Flow velocity was measured in 6 sections with distance 50 cm and the height of head
in 21 sections with distance 15 cm. Then, non-dimensional graphs of velocity, height, Froude
number and Richardson number of turbidity current head were drawn by using the data which
obtained by Buckingham dimensional analysis method. Dimensionless velocity during the
installation significantly decreased due to the collision of turbidity current with plates. Also, the
height of turbidity current head along flow path indicated that plates gradually reduced the
height of head at the beginning of the route. Height of turbidity current head was increased and
the current path Froude number was decreased at the end of the path.

Conclusion: Results showed that the development velocity of the turbidity current reduced
between 25-48 percent proportion to smooth bed in the condition of plate’s installation with
different shapes and also the height of head reduced between 5.1-18.4 percent. Also,
development velocity was reduced between 11.2-45.1 percent and the height of head was
reduced between 0.4-18.4 percent in different arrays. Converge array in the concentration of
20 g.I'" and Parallel array in the concentration of 40 g.1" were determined as the best array. By
changing the area of plates from 16 to 36 cm” between different shapes, the shape of rhombus
with 22.2 percent, showed the greatest effect in reducing velocity.

. HY R U Gurbidity current, Submerged impermeable plates, Shapes and arrays of plates,
Velocity and height of head
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